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T was one of thoſe lovely Mornings | 
in the Summer, when the Length of 
che Days, and the Warmth of the 
Seaſon, render the Nights ſo very 
delightful, like that Deſcription in» 
Milton; where he ſo beautifully re- 
lates the Angels reſting in Heaven. 
[The Lark had juſt tuned her firſt 
Notes to Mattins, when SULPITIA and Ros AL HT TA left 
their Bed, deſigning to enjoy thoſe Pleaſures peculiar 
to that early Time of the Day: Pleaſures rarely purſued 
by Ladies, tho' they have in them Objects worthy the Notioe 
and Admiration of Angels: They ſpent not much Time in 
dreſſing; for they had no View of indalging the leaſt Va- 
nity that ariſeth from being beheld by others, much leſs 
of attracting any Admirers ; the Brute Creation was to be 
the only Spectators of thoſe Walks. Each having finiſhed | 
her private Devotion, they left their Chamber, deſcending 
by 4ome Steps upon a noble Terraſs in the Garden, where 
they waited to obſerve the firſt Approaches of the Sun; 
all the while beiug delighted with thoſe aromatiek Breezes 
which are generally moſt pleaſing during the Abſence of 
the Winds, and their Ears charmed with Variety of Notes 
from the feathered Warblers, who had begun to chaunt 
Heaven's Praiſe ; and from the Brim of their Neſta did as 
it were bid each other Welcome to the Enjoy ments of 
a new Day | | | My 


> 
- 1 


_ SULPITIA and Ros AL Tr TA had now deſcended from the 
Tei race by ſome Steps of green Turf to the lower Part of che 
Garden, amidſt a Multitude of Flowers, all richly fraught 
with Drops of balmy Dew to be exhaled by the Sun's F 
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Scams, which. had nom begun to diffaſe its Warmth a- 
round, and gilded all their Beauties A thouſand winged 
Inſccts danced in its: Rays, and formed a Jort' of Concert d 
ſach as does not interrupt, but invite to Meditation · The 
Ladies now moved towards the Extent of thefe Wilks, 
which was 2 Kind of Wilderneſs-Garden, full of Fruit 
Trees, whoſe \oadedBranches hung with green and tipe Fruit, 
intermiaed with many flow'ring Shrubs, and .thick-grown 
Buſhes, planted an parpole ta invite the Birds to build 
there; but into chis they were te pals by a Bridge, which 
croſs'd a little murmuring Rivulet, which run the Length 
of- the Garden; whoſe clear ſhallow Water ſhewed a 
b:autitut Botiom, adorned with all Sorts of Pebbles; and 
ou whoſe Banks grew many Tufts of Ruſhes; out of which 

rhey ſtood to obſerve ſeveral Sorts of Birds to ariſe, who 
lived about theie Waters; ſome having been juſt depoſiting 
their Eggs there, others leading a Brood of young Ones to 
bat he their beautiful Necks in its Stream. The Bridge was 
ot Wo:d, which might be opened at Pleaſure for the Con- 
venience of a Boat, when they had a Mind to ſwell the 
Stream by a Contrivance in the Garden Wall; and ſo wa- 
tered all the Beds, which kept the Garden in a eonſtant 
Freihneſs all the Summer. And now having enter'd the 
Wilderneis, their Pleaſure was ſtill augmented by their Ob- 
ſervation of the Parent Birds feeding their young Ones: 

Others, who were ſome Days older, were endeavouring to 
fly, and feed amongit the Trees; in the Midſt of which 
Trees was a cloſe Walk, through which the Ladies were to 
paſs, made on purpoſe to avoid theNoon-Day Sun: Having 
enter'd this Walk they had nat gone many Paces, when 
from a Tuft of T:ces, which grew not far off, they heard 
a molt delightfnl Harmany! It was a Voice full of Youth 
and -wectneſs;accompanied with che foft Notes of the Vio- 
lin; the firſt Words vere theſe, O Lord, -how manifola 
are thy: Works! in Wijdow ha Thou made them ali. 
This SuLPrT1a had given Orders for the Night before; but 
had not acquainted Ros ALIrrA: And ſhe, at the firſt Appear- 
ance, thought an Angel had deſcended to celebrate Heaven's 
Praiſe, and bleſs them with the Sounds; Hut conſidering how 
eee, If | improper 


improper it was to make any Interruption hy talking, div 
ring ſuch Performance, governed her curprize, and ſtood 
like a Statue, you could ſcaroe perceive her to breathe: 
The Muſick concluded with theſes Words, The Works of 
the Lord are great, ſought out of all them wha bath Rlea- 
ſure therein. This being ended, SuLyrrra, imiling, ſaid to 
Ros AL IT TA, I believe, my Dear, you are p'/caſed with what 
1 have done; but methinks I ſee a Mixture of Concern in 
your Eyes; you look like the Sun when it peeps from out a 
watery Cloud. O Madam, replied Ros AL ITT A witha Sigh, 
that Concern you ſpeak of proceeds from a dear, ſad Re- 
membrance of ſome Perſons, ot whom L ſhall ſhortly have 
Occafion to-ipeak : Perſons, added ſhe, that none but they 
which are poſſeſsd of Sul ITI As Goodneſs and Underſtand- 
ing, ate capable of imitating: And, to make you ſenſible 
how much I am pleaſed with this Morning's Entercainmeat, 
I. do aſſure you, that not the grandeſt Aſſembly, of which 
I have had ſometimes the Honour to be of the Number, 
could afford me half this Satisfaction: No, went ſhe on, 
theſe Flowers, : theſe Trees, theſe Birds, and all theſe other 
Beauties, with the RefleQtioas conſequent to ſuch Contem- 
plation. are in my Sentiments, far tuperior to the moſt 
glaring Shews, or brighteſt Stars that ever grac'd a Drawing 
Ruom ; I am only afraid ot being too fond of them, leſt 
that ſhould. be..a Means of cooling my Deſires after the 
Fruitign. ot better Things, of which I take theſe to be a 
Shadow Theſe Fears, replicd SuLezT14, gravely, proceed 
from Weakneſs; whilſt we can mortify every vicious Incli- 
nation; there are nonę perhaps, but what may have lome- 
| thing, was it jndulzed, might be call'd their Darling Vice; | 
but whilſt that is denied, we may reaſonably believe, we 
ſhall be aſſiſted in ev'ry Virtue which Time and Opportu- 
nity ſhall preſent : And, as to the Purſuit of thoſe Pl-afures 
you ſpeak of, provided they claſh not with the Performance 
of other Duties, they are not only the moſt innocent, but 
laudable : Nay,to be inſenſible and totally neglect them won'd 
be criminal; for that would be Ingratitude to the Divine 
Goodneſs; for ſure it ig a Happineſs for Angels, who look 
into theſe and greater Things which are hi 1 from us; 4 
| 0 
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 ſeadmiring Oe divine Wiſdom, their Adobition is heiph- 
xen'd, and their Loye burns brighter; and that Love, which 


flows from a Thirſt after His divine Perfections, is better 
khan that which ſprings ſrom Affliction. There are many, 


# One has wiſely obſerved, that can believe, and love; but 
they de greater Minds that can believe, and conſider too: 
Bur theſe are rare Capacities, and excellent Ugderſtandings ; ; 
o that Afflictions are profitable for the World, and what 
none, perhaps, but in ſome Meaſure ſtands in need . 
Buy this Time they had reached the Verge of theſe 
Gardens which were encompaſs'd with an high Wall for 
Privacy, and the Convenience of Fruit Trees; but SUL- 
ITI A had cauſed a pleaſant Hill to be raiſed in a Corner 
of the Garden; which Hill they aſcended by many wind- 
ing Steps; and the Hill being cover'd with Trees Fender 
them inviſible cill they had reach'd the Top, which was 
incloſed with a double Hedge of Quick - Wood for Orna- 


ment and Safety. On this they refted to view a pleaſant 


Proſpect. It was a rich Valley, which lay at ſuch a proper 
Diſtance, that wirhout the Help of Glaffes they could eaſily 
diſtinguiſh every Flower. Many pleaſant Hills were rang- 
ed on each Side the Valley, enamell'd with Flowers, on 
whoſe Biows were teeding marty Flocks of Sheep, In the 
Midſt of the Valley run a clear Water, where the Flocks 
cam down to drink. So that it was a Scene not unlike 
the Deſcription of Arcadin. Bur the Sun growing too hot, 
they entet d into a cloſe Arbour which ſtood on the Top of 
this Hill, cover'd/with/Branches of Roles and Jeſſamine. 

Having” ſeabed themſelves on à Bank of Camomile, SuL- 
pri preisd Ros LirrA to give her that Relation ſhe 
10 often *wiſb'd, and which her late Indiſpoſition had fo 
Jong depriv'd her of ; ſhe, without tediqus Sers mony, 


began as follows. 


+2" You will excuſe me; Madam, if I be got particular co. 
cernir g my Family, becauſe I am ſenſible many Hircumſtan- 
ces lave already occurr'd, which muſt ave given you to 
underlland it Was noble, as well as unfortunate, My 
Parher wWas-a vounger Brother, and the Eſtate much im- 
ra Þythe Extrayagance of ſome, and- the Misfortune 


ol 


r IT. OE 


of Guardians was reduced to the ſame Circumftinde.' -- 


v4 me 
of others; {> that his Fortune was but ſmall. My Mo- 
ther was born to a very plentiful one; but by the — | 


was their only. Child; but nad the Mistortune to looſe my 
Mether when 1 was very young: My Father doated on | 
me, and ſpared for no Coſt to give me a polite Educa- 


tion, which was a Means af rendering me more unhappy 
to be made acquainted wich all rhe Gaities and Elegancies 


of Life, and nothing to ſupport them. A Fault, which 
too many Parents are guilty of, who move in a much 
lower Sphere; who lay out all their preſent Advantage in 
a Thirſt after Grandeur; which Grandeur perhaps a Fever 
is able to deſtroy. This is a forcing Children into Temp- 


tation, by ſetting them above a prudent Induſtry, when had 


they avoided theſe Delicacies they might have perform'd 
wich Pleafure; excepting thoſe of which I fear we have but 
few Inftances, who make: it a Virtue, by exerciſing a pa- 
tient Refignation. But, alas! how many is it to be fear- 
ed have launched into the greateſt Crimes to avoid the 
In convenience of ſuch a Change. But I aſk Pardon for 
this Digreſſion, and will tell you, that in a few Years my 


 Pather's Fortune was all ſpent. This was a melancholly 


Reflection for ons of my Age, who bad juſt enter d into 
the Pleaſures of high Life zubut that Cloud was quickly 


_ diſperſed by the Generoſity of that Nobleman you have 
heard me ſpeäk of. The Duke had always a very great 


Value for my Father, and now inſiſted upon his living with 
him; which my Father accepted of, and I was placed in the 


Midſt of a World of Delight and Danger. Our Time 


iſed in a Round of Pleaſure; during the Winter, we 
ived near the Court, where we enjoyed all the Variety and 


EKxtravaganee of the Town; and in the Summer, at a fine 


Seat of ihe Duke's. Bur, Oh ! how different to 


 Sulpunia's: Inducenients was our reſiding there ! We had 
not the leaſt Motive, ſuch as Wiſdom and Piety ſuggeſts ; 
but becauſe it was the Faſhion, and becauſe Company is 


then ſo much diſpers d, alas J all theſe Delights were quite 
dull and inſipid to Perſons of our Tafte. We lodged in- 


deed in the Country; but all our Care was to render it the 


Town 
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Town in Miniature, as to Diverſions. We were at the 


greateſt' Loſs to ſpend Suaay agrecably, becauſe Cuſtom 
and the Laws was ſome Reſtraint. The Church we never 
ſaw ; tor what ſhould we do there? We never thought 
of Heaven, nor deſired any other than what we were al⸗ 
ready poſſeſſed of. This was a dangerous State; but 
now a ſad Accident happen'd to interrupt our Happineſs; 
and eſpecialiy my Repoſe. My Father was brought hne 
wounded, bleeding and dying. This was Occaſion'd byia 
Fall from his Horſe: Ie had ſcarce Fire. to bid me 
Farewell. And now vou tnaviimagine, Madam; what I 
underwent by this Mistortune wt int indeed was the greats» 
eft Sorrow I ever experienced; and wn ot Heaveniwas pleaſed 
to make uſe of as aiMeoans: rewards um Reformation, by 
kirdiing in my bicat tome Sparks of Confideration: For 
tho' He ven does no force us: to be virtruous yet no dõubt ic 


lt rakes natural Cauſes inftrumental in our Preſervation. 


ſervative againſt Vice : E 


So indeed I found it. For my great Lenderneſs for my 
Father, which firſt ſpr ings from a Paſſion in Nature, and 
that Tenderieſs be ing heighten'd by his Fondneis and En 
derments, made ny Grief more quiek and lively thaa per- 


Hapswou'd have been found in another of :a diſſetent Cotfi- 
ple ion and Circumſtances; and the melancholhy Reflee- 


tion of my deploreable Condition, now being leit an Or- 
phan, without any Proviſion, excapt myCloaths and Jewels, 
enhanced my Grief, and made all former Enjoyments: dif- 


taſtelul, by ſetting them in a true Light, ſhewing how un- 


lat is factory and dangerous they are when purſued with 
260i moch Eagerneſi; I now began to reflect on the Sadneſs 
of my Father's ſudden and untimely Death; and comſider- 
ing in how. many Caſes L was liable to the lame Danget, 
made me afraid; and Fear, you will allow, while it ſinks 


not into Weaknels and Superſtition; is an excellent Pre- 
xperience ſhews ic: And that 
wiſe Writer has told us ſo. The Duke and Dutcheſs treat- 


ed me with nuch Kindneſs, and took a great deal of Pains 


u divert my Sorrow. The Duke made me large Profeſ- 
ſions, and told me, ne would provide for me as his own; 
which wou'd have been indeed a very generous and clati- 
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table Action, had it net been AF with what I did not in 
the leaſt ſuſpect. He begun to declare a Paſſion for me. 
This was a Temptation that carried in it great Danger; 
for it concerned both my Intereſt and Pleaſure. My Cir- 
cumſtances I have told you; and the Duke was a very 
- amiable Perſon, and young; and when that bappens to hit 
the Fancy, there in my Opinion lies the greateſt Dange. 
And well it was for me this did not happen in my 
thoughtleis Days of Gaiefy ; but now, my Griet having 
had the Effect I ſpoke of, did as it were arm me againſt 
all. his Attacks. He did not offer at the leaſt preſent Gra- 
rification, but adted with great Caution and Subtlety; fli:y 
inſinuating, that the Dutcheſs, who was but an infirm Wc. 
man, was not likely to live long; and then he ſhou'd think 
it his greareft Happineſs to make me his Bride, All this 
I heard without the leaſt Satisfaction; nay, rather with 
Horror and Deteſtation : And tho' ſometimes it wou'd ' 
crowd in, to entertain my Fancy in the Form he | 
had dreis'd it; yet I preſently diſcarded it, being per- 
ſuaded ſuch Thoughts are criminal. I took all the Care 
that was. poſſible to avoid every Opportunity of his be- 
ing alone with me, and begun to be in Lave with Sali- 
tude. I ſpent many Hours in che Walks and Gardens, | 
which were very fine; and the Family believ'd it was 
all owing to my Grief for the Lots ot my Father. But 
beſide that, I nad other Motives, which induced me to 
chooſe this Retirement. I did it in ſome meaſure 10 
avoid that conſtant Hurry of Company, which daily fail'd } 
the Houſe, and which no religious Perſon -can give up all 
their Time to, and be innocent: For, not to mention the 
| many Vices we are liable to amidſt that Variety, ſuch as 
Dtietraction, the many Circumſtances of Pride and Wan- 
ronnefs; nay, Prophaneneſs often has its Share too; be- 
| ſides all thefe, I ſay ſuch Converſations ſeldom amount to | 
more than Loſs of Time, and does but unhallow the Day. 
It was in one of theſe plealing Privacies, which we now 
enjoy, that I was ſet ruminating upon my unhappy Con- 
dition, when Heaven was pleaſed to afford me another Fa- 
your to ſtrenghthen thoſe Reſolutions J had begun in ac 
RB ; 
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taining to Virtue And tho' in ſome Perſons Caſes of this 
Nature are more viſible, and ſeem as it were ipecial ; yet no 
doubt Heaven affoids every one what is ſufficient, if they 
wil but accept it. My Maid came to bring me a Letter 
Which ſhe had juſt received for me. I knew the Hand as 
Joon as 1 looked on it; and, having given her tome necc!- 


Jary Orders, which ſhe went to execute, J opened it, and 
read theſe Words: | 


Far ROSALITTA, 


unkappy OsMINDA will have cloſed her faſt Scene of Pa- 
| geantry amidſt a Tram of Mourners : J mean, they who 
ſhalt aſſiſi at my melancholly Ob ſequies. Phether this 
will be ſo ſoon as my Fears Juggeſt, 9 know not + But this J can 
aſſure you of, that ſhortly, very ſhortly, J muſt bid Adieu to all 
thoſe empty Pleaſures that have perhaps undone me. That this 
is more than probable, J have much Aſſurance 3 firſt, my own 


Pi . belle can reach your Hand, Jour fluttering, gay | | 


' = Seakneſs, which is not to be rank d amongſt acute Pains ; ſo 


gs me Leiſure for Reflection, whick pains me more than Fevers, 
er the tone. The Doctors all declare, they have no Nope; 
Gut what fits heavicſt on me, 13 4 Gircumſtance 1 am going to | 
relate. You muſt know that in our Family, when a near Re- 
Cation is to dye, there is always 4 Supernatural Appearance. 
Nothing is ſeen ; Lut yon hear as it were a Perſon, and that 
of no mean Size, walk ng near you. This my Woman has lately 
been uneſs of; which fer Fears betray d, that make me under/tand 


my Liſſolution is near. O my Dear, cou d you be Jenſitle of 


half thoſe anxzwus T| honghts wich now invade me, you ſurs | 
wor d ſpare a Siloment from our Pleaſure to pity my Diſtreſs. | 
O ceu's you view, and in the Light that J de, the Approach | 
of Death, ---= Death 1 & T hung which moſt our Mature 
loaths, wha, hk the wiſe Author of 1 has amplanted in us for 4 
wiſe Snd, which EVER the Beſt are not exempted from ; what F 
muſt the Guitty feel then by ts Terrors ? They are Omiſſtons : 
which ſo perplex mer Becauſe 7 think 7 am free from fla- 
grant Grimes, which ſome are ſtain'd with, even from that com- 

mon one, by which 9 fear ſuch Multitudes are loſt; J mean 
Tnehaſteneſs 3 vet this WefleFion gives me little Comſort, be- 


cauſe 


| ſhortly be in Company with Angels ! --= I, 


E191 


"Cauſe J am not conſcious t1 myſelf of any more thin Pride | 
"that. has ſecured me. When 7 ſurvey my Life, methinks 5 | 


ſee it riſe like a ' huge BYank, all empty, waſte and , 
in which no vrt Charackers are writ to comfort and ſul- | 
tam my drooping @pirit by thoſe ſweet * Thou 'ha't 

am loſt ts that. | 
J have conſumed my Wealth in every Uanity, in mich Exceſs 


of Dreſs and Equipag?, in much Voluptouſneſs, and feeding Fer- 


wants 3 Luxury all, to feed my Pride. No Hows nor Orprans 
have J relies d 3 nor ever cher d the fad indigent X exrt. Fo 
Pray*rs, no Vows, no Praiſcs have been made, which won d 48 
TFewels flave adorn'd my Goul ) that now appears moſt 4 ef olate and 


' forlorn ;; tos like that fooliſh ſhe, who was diſtreſs'd that leſt in Hea- 


ven no Curtain ſhoukd be found to make Diſtincfion between the 
Poor and Nici. O were it poſſible, what would 1 give to live 
my Days 4ganm, to have it in my Power to pra ice Dirtue. Net 


even in this, J am not certain J am not deceivd. But Hea- 


ven, *hat knows the Secrets of the Heart, knows if it 15 ſincere 


what Proofs are left me. I haves now performed muth, have 
wept, and all my Fortune I have given in Gharity e Only this re- 
mains tie greateſt,, and indeed the beſt of Charities, to warn my 
Dear to ſhun ſuch dangerous Paths, O let me now prevail 


. youll be ſecure ; and it muſt needs round to my Advantage. 


Farewell. I feet my it return, which makes me tremble fo 
cannot hold my Pen, Mu'lk never ſee me more; but when 
your come to Town, if you enquire for me, it mujt be amongſt the 
Tombs. Once more, farewell; and may we meet in Heaven. 


Amen, I ſaid with very great Devotion, and ler fall many 
Tears upon the Paper. Alas! faid I, if ſuch Diſtreſs is 
ſeen in One; now, when Religion fits ſo looſe upen the 
Generality of the World, that many, ſome from Careleſneſs 
in not improving thei: Undeiſtandings but more from a 
Defire of purchaſing Heaven at the eaſieſt Rate, won'd 


pronounce OsMINDA a very good Chriſtian ; what mult 
| 3 2 | _ appear 

* As to the Circ mſtance here related concerning the A pparition, 7/2 
AUTHOR afſots it as Matter of Fatt, He ſays, He hin- 


elf, and ſometimes along with others, have been Mitre to. 
it ſevera! T1125. | .- 


— 
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14 
appear in the moſt Diſtal! ſuppoſing they were touch- 
"ol with as quick a Senſe as this Paper exprefſes. Yes, my 
 Ogninna, continued J, you ſhall indeed prevail; and. I 
| thank you for your kind Admonition, and for this Con- 


feſlion too; for by doing to, you have drawn my Picture. 
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I now began to apply my ſelf to Reading, conſiderirg it 
as a proper Exercite for a Perſon of my Time, and highly 
beneficial to obtain a right Knowledge. in every Branch of 
Duty, and of excellent Uſe tawards practiſing and pet ſe- 
yerivg in chem tos: For Reading ſhould be managed. as 
Fire; which we deſire to keep always burning: So that. a 
Repetition of What is excellent. is neceflary; and will, like | 
faithful Monitors, always prompt us to What is right, and be 

affeci ing as Ihunder in the Heavens which acver tails to 
fili the pious Mind with Reverence io each Religious Cir- 
cumftance : But now I found my ſelf at a Loſs for Books be- 


ing in the Country; for I had never teen any in the Houſe, 
ecxcef ting ſome looſe Poems: Not, that. the Houſe was 


without that Imbellichment; for the Duke had his gilded 
Library as well as other fine Gentlemen; but, like ſome of 
l not run the Hazard ut ſoiling 1 i much by Read- 
Not that the Duke wanted Capacity; but he ſuffered 
1 Pleaſures to have the {ame Effect. And here no doubt 
I might; have been furniſhed with many werthy Authors; 
but I cared not to be obliged for the Reaſon I told you. So 
1 applied wy ſelt io che Duicheſs's Woman, which J 
thought the propereſt Perſon next in the Family; for I 
obſerved ſhe looked with an Air of Puy and Compaſſion 
of - cur Exiravagancies.; And going one Morning into her 
(bamber, found her reading. I told her, I was come to 
leg, Aflftance in helping me to ſome Books ; and 
hat 1 did not doubt but that {he had lome good Ones in 
tit Poſſeſſion. She bluſhed, and offered me that in her 
Hand. I looked at the Tile, and ſaw it was called, 7 he 
GENTLEMAN ſnjirythes. I cou'd have with'd, ſaid i, that 
Part of this Title had been a little varied; but what may 
be inſtructive. co the Geniieman, may have in it many 


Things dh at may be of Service to the Geut le woman too; 


10 pits into one of the Pages, was confirin'd in my 
Opinion, 


e 
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Opinion, by reading this Paſſage, where the Author aſſerts, 
&« That one Act of Fornication, untepented of, is ſufficient 
ce to damn one.“ But when I came to that Part of 
EUSEBIUS to the Lanies, I was at once amaz'd and 
charm'd. Goed Heaven | ſaid I, if all theſe Things be 
neceſſary to be perform'd, which we meet with in theſe F 
1 excellent Authors; and ſure, if we allow Reaſon its dus 
Force, we cannot doubt their Veracity ; what a Condition | 
is the Generality of the World in-! The Thought is able 
to caſt a Shade over all our Enjoymeats, in common Piry | 
to Mankind. Such were my Reflections, Madam, juſt be- 
for you gnter'd, replyd ARPASsIA, (for ſo the Datchels's 
Woman was calld) which led ms to aimire the 
Divine M iſaom and Gooineſs in forming us with that 
Paſſion; for Pity is implanted in us for the Well being of } 
the World, and ſeldom (if ever) ſeparate frums tht Ch 
Hill and cem non Charity we bear each other; end by 
which we perform al thoſe good Act ons which reſult from 
that Virtue with more Apinsſs and Pleaſure than w? ogu'd 
She ſuppos'd to have cone, had we been made Strangers to it. 
Nor is nit Degrees leſs wouderful, which firy from Near- | 
weſs of Blood, ana Intimacy is Love and Friendſhip. Now 
Were we as liable to bs affiiited by every Dillrsſs which 
ariſes in the World, as the higheſt of theſe oft-times pro- 
ances ; how miſerable mul our Lives b ! So that bow- 
ever lovely this Paſſion may appear in its proper Effects, 
we have Reaſon to be thaukful it is ſo limited. Ant} 
this makes me defirous of obſerving another common Bleſ= | 
Jing, and that is the Time of our D:ſſo!ution being ſo 
much a Secret to us. This makes at reliſh every innocent 
Enjoyment in Life with more Confort and Satisfaction, 
than if we underſtood its exact Period: And being we 
| know Life is ſo very uncertain, they that are un- 
happy are apt to hope 4 much leſs Portion of Days, than 
what perhaps they fina will finiſh their Sorrows ; ſo that 
Both are aſſiſted by it. 3 
She was going to proceed when we were interrupted by 
the Dutcheſs's Bell, which obliged us to break off this 
ppreeable Converſe ; which indeed I did with * 
3 Rt 0" 
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| for, believe me, ARPASIA was a Perſon of extenſive Genius, 
and great Gogdneſs joyn'd, and worthy to wear a Title 


| great as that her Neceſſity oblig d her to ſerve. I cold her, | 


pat ſhould not be long before I male my felt happy again 
ia her Converſation ; and begg'd her to give me her Senti- 


- 
[ 
l 
f 
i 
| 
. 


ments concerning what Books were proper for me ro read 


firſt. She recommended the Church-Hiſtory ro my Peru- 
fal, and promiſed to ſupply me with the beſt Authors in 
our Language; all which (hz puntaally perform'd. 
Tou charm me, replied SULPITIA interrupting Res ALITTA, 
with ARPASIA 's Character; and I cou'd wiſh ſbe 


"was of our A:quainfance ; Her Advice indeed was admi- 
'r.able in propoſing thoſe Books to you; for in them you find 


immenſe Treaſure, more than enough to prove the Certainty 
| of cur Hoty Faith, which diræcis us how to lay à ſure 
Foundation, on which we build all thoſe Hopes, which will 


endure every Storm of Perſecution that ariſes in Lift. And 


| af is much to be wiſhed, that our Gentry, nay, that all Per- 
» ſons, according to their Proportion of Time, which they con- 
 fure in Vanity, wou'd apply Pari of it this Way. This 
 <would be a Means of preventing that Ignorance and Infide- 
Ai, which are too viſible amongſt us, even to an open De- 
 claration amongſt ſome ; and they, who are leſs affenſive by 

ther Silence, ſeem not to be in a much better Hay of Think- 


ing; at leaſt their Actions declare as much, which have 


made if neceſſary to uſe this Manner of Arguing by them, 


who by ail Means would ſave ſome, by putting a Suppoſe, 


That if thoje Things they teach (hou'd not prove true; yet, 
Es it is poſſible, bow fooliſh any one is to run the Hazard, 


Wards indeed which might e fit for a Pagan Audience; 
but a ſad R. flection it is ts think that CMRISTIANS 


ſhould tand in nee ef them, who hould bold it highly cri- 


minal 10 be in the leaſt doubt, This iooks, I think, as if 


| that. was about to be accompliſb d, which has been ſo long 
| foretold, That when Heaven ſball appear, ſhall there be 


— 


ſcund Faith upon the Earth ? And bow much do we owe 


10 the Memory of thoſe Perſons, who by their great Know- 


5 


beuug acgudinted with theje valuable Antiquities, by NN i 
| | _ Thema 


berge ima Induſtry have ſupplyd us with Opportunities of 


| 3 | | 
them in our common I wich elſe had been a dead Let- 
ter to the greateſt Part of the World, excepting that ſmall 
which might bave been receiv'd from ſome Preachers ; which 
befide the Inconſigerableneſs of the Quantity, if the Preacher 
was a bad Liver, wou'd be receib'd with Doubt. Aud it is 
to be wiſh'd too, that thoſe Perſons wou'd confider, however 
large their Talent is in that ; yet how little they will prevail 
againſt the Vices of the Age, at leaſt among the Ignorant, w/o} 
are by much the greateſt Number, if they ſee their Actions con- 
tradict their Precepts. And bowever ſad that Conſideration 
#5, when we reflect on thoſe Corruptions which flow'd in among/t 
Chriftans, even from the firlt appearance of Chriſtiauity a 
che Worid, by broac bing thoſe abominable Herefies we read of 3 
and the many ard gi ieuous Schiſms in ſucceeding Ages, which 
JSprang up to vex ana rend the Church, and occafioned Suffer ings 
littie I think inferior to them by the Heathens in the general 
Per ſecutions : I ſay, however ſad theſe Thoughts are, in giving 
ns Concern for them; this Advantage we may araw from it, 
- by making it even a Means by which we may prove the Certainty 
of our Religion, which we may trace as it were by Steps, made 
up of theſe Errors, even to the firlt Age of the Church : But I 
a Pardon tor this Interruption, and beg my Dear will proceed. 
I am never more happy, replied Koſalitta, with that wone= 
ed Sweetneſs natural to her Spezch, than when I am ſo 
fortunate to ſay ſomething which grves Sulgitia Opporta- 
nity to enlarge on; and it is with the greateſt Pleaſure 1 
attend to her wiſe Reflections. All theſe I read, and found 
Conviction. I believ'd, and triumph'd; and ſoon found | 
Opportunity to put in Practice what as yet had riſen no 
higher than Speculation : For the Duke perſecuted me 
with his Paſſion; and tho}, as I cold you, I endeavour'd 
to avoid all Opportunities of his {peaking to me alone ; | 
yer he was induſtrious in contriving ſome: And when 
they fail'd, forbore not to ſollicit rae by Letters. But 
finding me inflexible, he begun to alter his Behaviour; \ 
and gave me to underſtand, that if I was reſolved to remain 
| 


obſtinate, as he call'd it, I was not to expect any more Fa- 
vours. This was a fad Sound to one in my unhappy Cir-{ 
cumſtances; nay | contels it made me ſhed ſome Tears; but] 

| | , { ho: 


* 


. 


| ; 1 hope they were in no wiſe guilty ones : 1 wept it is true, 
| x but only as one who endeavours to get Relief, by ſhewing. 


i their Trouble, which was accompanied with many Petitions 
i for Perſeverance : Soon as the firſt Emotions of my Grief 
were over, I found wy ſelf much more at Eaſe, as if an 
. Angel had been ſent to diffuſe ſome Rays of Heavenly Aſſiſ- 


$1 tance into my Boſom ; and tho' the Proſpect open'd fo. 
„ gloomy before me, being I muſt needs give up all the Con- 


I conſidered the Danger I avoided, and the Bleſſing that 


veniences and Pleaſures in Lite I had been uſed to; yet when 


, was annexed to ſuch Performance, that the Reward pro- 


: 
11 
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3 miſed was no leſs than a Crown, I del. berated not: I had 
by ſome Days of faſting, which t had lately kept, made 


this Obſervation ; That a very little is ſufficient to ſupply 


the Neceſſities of Life, and a little more enough to furniſh 
us with real Enjoyments; That a full Table is a Temptation; 


- . P * 
and that of two Extreams, too little is leſs troubleſome than 


too much. 1rhad, as I ted you, my Mother's Jewels in 


my Poſſeſſion, which I was reſolved to diſpoſe of as foon 
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as 1 could find Opportunity; and that, with a little Money, 
which I had received in Preſents from the Duke and Dut- 


cChels, I thought might be enough to purchaſe me a ſmall 


Annuity, which would ſecure me of a calm Retreat in ſome 
obſcure Part of the World, where I hoped to ſpend a Life 
of Innocency and Piety, and perhaps be more in the Way 


q of doing Gocd than in my Exaltation. - | 


And now I grew very deſirous of compleating my De- 
fign ; and more ſo, leſt the Duke, finding all his Efforts in 
vzin, ſhou'd proceed to uſe ſome Violence. For I knew 
him eager in his Purſuit after Pleaſure; nor were my Suſ- 
picions without Foundation. For I was ſo fortunate to 
find a Letter which he had dropt in the Garden, written 
from one of his Compat.ions in Riot, in which I ſaw ſe- 


vera! Hiats tending that Way, This made me tremble ; 


and I thought ev'ry Day an Age till 1 found Means to make 
my Eſcape, which I deiign'd thus, to dreſs me in Men's 
Cloaths : Aud this I cou'd eaſily effect, being I had ſome of 
my Father's wich me; and changing my Complection with 
a Waſh, which 1 cou'd take oft ar Pleaſure, I was not 

| much 


s I I . 
much afraid of being aol oe I be met by any 
I was intimate with. One Night the Family having 
danced very late, or rather early, ſoon as they were re- 
tired, and I gone to my Chamber, I told my Maid, who I 
knew was not very well, T would have her to leave me, and 
retire to Reſt ; that I had a Letter to write, and wou'd 
excuſe her Attendance ; firſt having paid her her Wages ' 
in ſuch a Manner that ſhe cou'd have no Suſpicion, by 
giving her a Sum which I knew was the Value which ſhe . 
was uted to disburſe for me. She no ſooner left me, than 


I begun to put my Things in order, which werz only a few |} 


of my beſt Cloaths ; the reſt I was obliged to leave. And 


1 now, having finiſhed my Bundle, I dreſs'd my ſelf as I told 


you ; and having ftain'd my Hands and Face, ſet down to 
write a Letter to the Duke; in which I than d him for 
all his Kindneſs, and told him the Reaſon of my Flight. 
This being finiſh'd, I feal'd it, and wrapp'd it in a looſe 
Paper, in which I writ a Line or two Directions to my 
Maid to deliver it, and 1 left it on the T abſt And now 
having recommended my ſelf to the Divine Protection, I 


went down a Pair of Back Stairs that led to the Garden: 


Ac the Bottom of which was a Door which opened to the 
High Road, the Key of wicn I had ſecurd, Through 
this I pats'd. And now Day-Light begun to ſpread its 
Chearfulneſs around, and preſented many pleaſing Objects 

to my Contemplation ; when preſently the Sun broke thre” 
its Eaſtern Gates. In ſhort, all Nature ſmiled, and fiil'd me 
with a ſecret Joy, ſomething I thought like that the An- 
gels felt when the Morning Stars rejoiced, and all the Fa- 
mily in Heaven was glad. And chis was no ſmall Relief to 
me in my uncuſtomed Toil of Travel, which I purſued 
with as little Loſs of Time as poſſible ; never ſtopping, 
but when I ſtepp'd aſide into fome pleaſant Meadow to 
reſt my ſelf, by reading a Page or two, or to eat a few 
Sweetmeats, which were all my Suſtenance. © About the 
Cloſe of the Day, I came to a little Village, but one of the 


pleaſanteſt I think I ever ſaw ; and where I cou'd have liked 
] to have continued, had it not been too near the Place I 


Cc | fled 
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fled from. The Inhabitants feem'd all engaged in keaping 


|; an Holyday, which afterwards I underſtood was an Annual 
11 Feaſt, which they held at the ſhearing of their Flocks. 
[1 

ö | 
1 young Men and Maidens dancing on a plgaſant Green be- 


: 


Here I ſtopp'd to remark one of the beſt Houſes where | 
might hope to lodge; and going up to it, found ſeveral 


fore the Door. I enquired; for the Maſter of the Houſe, 
which a Lad quickly, inform'd ; and he as readily; came 
to me, and very courteeuſſy atk'd, What I wou'd have ? 
He was an old May, and by his B-haviour appear'd. very 
humane, and ſeem'd to have drank. as much. as inclin'd 
him to be more 10;. and chearſul; Bounds, which none ought 
to exceed; and when ſo, may be reckon'd a Bleſſing. I told 
him, I was un willing to travel any farther that Night, and 
begg'd the Favour of a Lodging at his Houſe ; that I was 
willing to pay, any thing he thought reaſonable for ſuch 
Convenience, He told me, I was heartily welcome ; and 
call'd, his Wite, and bid her (as he expreis d himtelt) make 
much of me. I he good Woman took me into her Parlour, 
and ſeem'd, as willing as her Speaſe, I aſked her if I 
could have a Bed to my ſelt? But ſhe told me, No; be- 
cauſe tho Family at that time was larger than uſual, it be- 
ipg their Feaſt : Bur, ſays, ſhe, you ſhall lye with my own 
Son. 1 his embarcaſs'd me, and I found I was under a 
Neceſſity of diſcoyering my Sex; And what made me 
leſs unwilling was this Conſideration, that I was not like 
to ſtay long there ; and that they might be Aſſiſtant to me 
in the reſt of my Journey. So I related to ber my Un- 
happineſs ; but in ſuch a Manner as conceal'd the Duke, 
ard who I was. My Story nioved the good Woman ſo 
much, ſhe cau d not forbear embracing me; and aſſured 
me I ſhou'd come to na Harm in their Houſe ; and that 
they wou'd do every thing for me in their Power; and, 
acids ſhe, here is a young Woman that. is to go away in 
the Morning, ſo that if you like to continue with us, you 
may then have a Lodging to youriclt. I thank'd her, but 
told her, it was too near the Danger I was avoiding ; 
but begg'd her to aſſiſt me in dreſſing, that 1 might 
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appear my ſelf ; whic 9. done, ſhe call d the 
7oung Woman to bear me Company. I learn d by the 
Vikouila I had with her, that the Place ſhe was going 
to was thirty Miles from thence, and war a croſs Road | 
from whence I came ; that the Town was fituated by 
the Sea; Io that if I ſhou'd meet wich any Trouble by 
being purſued, I might; have à good Opportunity of mak. 
ing my Eſcape, in tome Ship; fo I .refolvel to go along 
with her, and in order to it engaged the old Man to fur- 
niſh me with Things convenient for my Journey. In the 
Morning when I took my Leave, I preſented ; him with 
a Readiug-Glaſs, ſet in Silver, which had been my Father's; 
and tke good Wonian with an Apron-wrought in Colours, 
which I begg'd her to wear to; remember me by; and al- 


ſured: her I ſhou'd never fotget them. She promiſed me 


ſhe wou'd ; and I believe ſhe wou'd be as good: as her 
Word; for I ſaw Tears iti her Eyes when ſhe receiv'd it; 


and I am apt to think they wou'd never look on theſe Tri- 
fles, but they wou'd think of me as a Viſion. : - | 


That Evening we arrived ſafe at our Journey's End, 
where I. was courteouſly received by the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe, who was Mother to this young Woman: I was 
com'd along with, and whoſe Family only conſiſted of 
herſelf, and two Daughters. Now if I was pleaſed. with 
the Kindneſs I met with from the old People, theſe 


charm'd me: For I faw all the Signs of Goodneſs ap- 


pear in their Behaviour, with a Capacity uncommon to 
fuch People, and very rarely found in ſuch a Place. The 


firſt Thing I remark d of this Nature, I cannot forbear 


mentioning, which was at my firſt Enterance into the 
Houſe. . 1 faw in the Chamber, to which they conducted 
me, ſeveral Books. Now, as I have Catiofity to look iuto 
any Books where-ever I find them; I opened one of theſe, 
and ſaw it was that excellent Diſcoutle concerning the 
Decay of Chriſtian. Piety. But It growing late, and being 
much fatigu'd with our Journey, we retired io Reſt. In 
the Morning, they all came into my Chamber co enquire af- 
ter my Health, and to bid me Welcome to their humb o 
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Habuation, As we were diſcourſing, the Bell, which 
ſeem'd very near us, begun to toll; which put me on en- 


q iiring if ſome in the Neighbourhood was dead? But 


rhey told me, it was for Prayers. I am afraid, faid I, that 


my unuſual Hurry has occaſion'd a ſtrange Forgetiulneſs 
in me; for'l cannot indeed recolle& what Holyday this is. 
They anſwer'd, It waz not an Holyday, but that they had 
always Prayers there both Morning and Evening. Nor 
will you be ſurpriz'd at this, adds the Mother, and much 
more of this Nature, when you are acquainted here, which 
is all owing to a good Lady, who is indeed the Lady of our 
Mannor, and who is (if I may expreſs my ſelf ſo) a Blefling 
to this Place next the Sun; whoſe Wiſdom ard Goodneſs, 
by the Bleſſing of Providence, has wrought ſuch a Change 


in this Pariſh, that when it is compared with others, it ap- 
ears as different as what we may imagine one of the Hea- 


then Villages in the Primitive Times newly converted to 
Chriſtianity. There (continues ſhe, drawing me towards 
the Window, ard pointing to a neat Houſe, which ſtood 


about a Etone-Caſt from our's) ſhe dwells juſt by the Church 


von ſee, where ſhe never fails of being preſent at Divine 


Service if her Health will permit; and where, if you 
have a Mind to go this Morning, you may have the Plea- 
fure of ſceing her, with her lovely Daughter the tair S- 
MANTHE, who copics after her Mother, and appears like a 
later Roſe ſpringing on the ſame Stalk. I told her, I 
always thought it my Happineſs to have ſuch Opportu- 


nity, and eſpecially at that JunCture, when J ſtood ſo much 


in need in paying my Gratitude, in returaing Thanks to 
Heaven for my Deliverance, As I ſpoke this, the Bells 

begun to chime, and we put our {elves in order to go all 
but the Mother, who had taken Phyſick that Day; ſo ſtay'd 
at home to make Breakfaſt ready againſt we fetuin'd. 
1 am ſilent concerning the Particulars of this Church, it 
is vecauie 1 ſhall tpeak of it in Order: But I muſt 


not omit acquainting you, as ſoon as the Service was 


ended, and we conrd out of the Church, ALVIR A 
(for lo was the Lady cel) with SEMANTHE came to us, 
+: 8 ana 
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and with much RAD and Affability bid the young 
Woman my Companion Welcome home, and gave us alt} 
an Invitation to her Honſe that Afternoon. Accordingly} 
we waited on them, and found them in a Summer Par- 
lour, which had folding Doors opeu'd to the Garden. The 
Furniture of this Houſe appear'd very neat, but without 
the leaſt Protufon. I think the greateſt Splendor I re- 
member in this Room's Furniture was ſome Flower Pots, 
which were placed in ſeveral Parts of it. ALVIR A had 
the Lady's Calling in her Hand, which ſhe had been read- 
ing to SEMAN THE, who was engag'd at Work ; which 
Work was a rich Altar-Cloth ſhe deſign'd to finiſh a- 
gainſt Eaſter, It would de needleſs to tell you how 
much I was pleaſed with the Converſation of theſe Ladies, 
who after they had heard ot my Misſortunes interreſted} 
themſelves ſo much in my Welfare, that ALviRa told 
me, ſhe ſhould think it a Happinels if I ſhould look 
on her Houſe as my home; aud SEMAN TAE joyning 
wich her preis d me to let that Happineſs commenee 
then. You may be ſure I ſtood not in need of much 
Intreaty to what was like to be ſo much my Happis| 
neſs ; and I bleſs'd Heaven for placing me in ſach a 
happy State; and in that Solitude it ſuite beſt my 
Iaclination, ALY1R A told me, ſhe was ſorry it 
ſhould happen to be a Time of ſo much Abſtineace 
at my firſt Enterance into her Houſe ; but the hoped 
that wau'd in no wiſe deter me ia joyning my ſelf} 
ro them ; for her RULES excended no furcher than 
Example; but it was Pity, ſhe faid, that they, whole 
more immediate Duty it was, and in whom more 
Power was inveſted for that Purpoſe, did not endea-| 
vour that that Duty might be more practiſed, which 
| ſhe chought might be an Occaſion to many, who, ra- 
ther than looſe that little they had gained by bearing 
la much, might be willing to endure a little more, 
which might be a Means of preventing their falling in- 
to many Crimes, and by Degrees wean their Affections 
from Vanity, by fixing them on better Objects. 
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And now 1 ſhall proceed to give you ſome Account of 4 


I Hlvira's Life.. She had lived a Widow near ſeventeen 


| 
l 
l 


needs be inſeparable from the reſt. 


ears, the moſt of which Time ſhe had ſpent in this 
Place, which was her Jointure : Not but that AL vin 
had another good Eſtate, which was left her by a Re- 
lation after her Husband's Deceaſe, the Income of 
which ſhe beſtowed in Acts of Piety and Charity. 
Nowy the firſt Step ſhe took in Things of this Na- 


ture, after her firſt coming here, was the Care of this 


CHURCH. For to the Church ſhe had always been a 
conſtant Votary. Nay, ſo remarkable was ſhe in this, 
that ſhe never ſuffer d her Viſits to be any Interrup- 

tion, by making her Acquaintance underſtand, that at 


them Hours {he was always engaged, except When the” 
incrcaled the Congregation, by drawing them along 
with her. Now we muſt allow, that in day. who are 


Careful to practice this Duty, it is a good Sign, tho 


no Aſſurance of a good Life; becauſe we are ſenſible, 


that ſome, who allow themſelves in the Commiſſion 
of flagrant Crimes ſometimes perform as much. But 


whilit we are Strangers to a Perſon's Character, Cha- 


| rity will oblige us to believe, or at leaſt to hope, 
their Lives are agreeable to what we ſee. And they 


2 


who endeavout to attain to every Virtue, this mutt 


ALVIIA found this Church in a 'very 1 ; 


Condition, which ſhe not only repaired, bur beautified. 


with many Ornaments ; having firſt augmented the 


Living, by which Means ſhe procuted to the Inhabitants 


the Happineſs of Prayers Morning and Evening, engaging. 


\ the Miniſter to have a Communion every Sunday, promi- 
- ing that ſhe, and ſeveral in her Family ſhou'd be 


always preſent ; and then ſhe made no doubt but his 


vou d be in Readineſs. . In order to this, ſhe cauſed an 
+ handſome Altar-Piece to be erected, which ſhe adorn'd 
with Variety of rich Hangings to diſtinguiſh the Times; 
und being ſhe had always lived near a Cathedral when 
in Town, which was (as I have heard her expreſs 
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| herſelf) the only Thing -ſhe Ak with Regret. - She | 
Was a great Lover of Church-Mulick, which induced 
her to be at the Charge of an Organ here; and this 
was accompany'd with four Boys in Surplices, who |} 
were Part af a Number taught in a Free-School ſhe |} 
had erected, to the Maſter of which ſhe allow'd ſuch a | 
Sallary, that with the Advantage of a little Country Buſi- 
neſs was ſufficient to afford him « very comfortable Main- 
tenance; obliging him to be Maſter of ſo much Mu- 
ſick, as to be capable of teaching the Boys to fing } 
the Pſalms in different Tunes, with ſome eaſy Services, 
and a Sola Anthem on Holydays. ' 15 Io 
 Alvira preſented to this Church a large Silver Pot 
tO hang in the Chance), in which was burn'd Fran- 
kinſcence to perfume it on Feſtivals : And du ing the 
Winter Seaſon 'ſhe ſupply'd it with many Candles, 
which were all of them Wax ; for; ſhe ſaid, ſhe could 
not endure the Thoughts of having Tailow- burne 
there, whilſt ſo many honour'd themſelves by con- 
ſuming ſuch Numbers of Wax Ones in their Houſes: 
By theſe Means the won the Inhabitants to come; 
and the! at firſt perhaps their Motive was no better 
than Curioſity, by degrees they grew in Love with 
what is ſo truly valuable; and to like that raptu- 
rous Way of Worſhip, which is a Means to prevent 
that Wearineſs we are too prone to in Things of thac 
Nature. So that here might be ſeen, excepting the. 
Time of Harveſt, much larger Congregations than in 
many Pariſh Churches in.no inconfiderable Town ; nay, | 
than we ofren ſce in a Cathedral. 
Here Aluira founded an Hoſpital for fix Men, and 
as many Women; which, with the reſt of the Poor 
of this Place, were conſtant Gueſts to furniſh her Ta- 
ble on Sundays and Hulydays ; for ſhe thought it not 
enough to allow them what wou'd ſupply them with 
bare Neceſſaries, but ſometimes to make them rejoyce, 
by being Partakers of thoſe good Things ſuch Perſons } 
as. ſhe had in common ; and in this ſhe thought her-| 
{elf , obliged- ro he their Servant, by taking that 
„ Trouble 


; _ rs 
F Trouble of preparing * AY None here was fick- 
|; which ſhe did not vifit ; and, if there was Occaſion, 
14 relieve. None of her poor Tenants ſuffered by Loſs of 
Cattle, or bad Seaſons, but ſhe redreſ'd it; beſides 
the Sums ſhe | beſtowed in other Places, which 
was ner private Charity; for ſhe ſought tor Oppor- 
topitles to do Good, and was always pleaſed when 
+: (he found them. She ſtood not in need of being 
teazed, as they who occafion a weariſome Applica- 
tion; and When they are hardly brought to con- 
ſent, do it perhaps in ſuch a Manner as muſt needs 
Fgrieve and ſhame the Receiver. She under ſtood that 
Charity ſhould: be exerciſed in the Manner, as well as 
the. Giſt: For indeed ſhe had in ſome meaſure the 
Wiſdem and Goodneſs of an Angel. Nothing the 
laid by at the Year's End more than what wou'd pre- 
vent her being obliged to borrow, or waſte the whole. 
Nay, as to that, I have heard her fay, It ſhould in 
fome. meaſure be parted with upon an extraordinary 
Occaſion. + Happy ALviRa, ( reply'a Sulpitia with 
„ Tranſport) happy indeed in 10 wiſe a Choice, which 
| ee All, according 10 their Proportion, are obliged to : 
I And it, as ſome where I :have read, all that have 
* lome thing to ſparc are to be accounted rich ; how 
large is their Share, who are poſſeſs'd of ſuch Abun- 
dance, which ſome conſume all in Riot and Exceſs ? 
Whilſt ochers chooſe ro loeſe themſelves by a diffe- 
rent Pleaſure, by hiding their Treaſure, and making 
it their God ; and ſome deceive themſeves by this 
vain Pretence, that they have Children; fo nothing 
can be ſpared to 'relieve a preſent *Neceflity : As 
if they could entail Proſperity upon their Fami- 
he lies from Generation to Generation; as tho' Provi- 
é dence had nothing left io beſtow on Poſterity. 
1 In what Confuſion muſt; thoſe Souls appear at the 
Great Day of Account, when perhaps they can- 
. not help beholding that various Train of Miſeries 
they wou'd not relieve; perhaps in ſome, who during 


« their 


= their Lives Providence bad Bo as it were undet 
« their Eyes, whoſe Modeſty, and no Hopes of 
« Succeſs, made them conceal. Sad is the Thought! 
„ But may bring Conitort to the virtuous Poor, 
« when - they : reflect that their Account will be 
« much eaſter, who if they will may be rich in their 
« - Deſires, ard theit: Minds fraught with much Virtue, 
« which will guard them againſt the Temptation of 
4 envying the Rich, whoſe Grandeur in a few Years 
«. will-{wallow.up as well as their Sorrows 1 Both 
c which depend on- no better Security than a Puff 
« of Breath, which every Moment may ceaſe to blow. 
«. But I hope my Dear-will pardon me this ſecond In- 
«. terruption, and indulge my Guriofity 10 tar, to make 
« Enquiry, if in all this i1me you heard nothing 
« concerning the DUKE T7 7 ; 

That Remembrance, replyd RosaLLTT A, always 
brings me Sadneſs, when I thick of the unhappy End 
of that unfortunate Nobleman, to whom I owe great 
Obligation, and who was by his Nature inclined to 
much Generolity and Benevolence: But when that 
riſes no higher, we know it is of no Worth. And 
{ume we ſee rich in this Practice, which did it but 
ipring from a right Motive wou'd ſeem to ſtand in 
need of little more than deny ing one darling Pleature 
to make them appear as Saints to abundanze. But, 
alas ! rather than mortity this one beloved Vice, will 
ſuffer themſelves to be tobbed of all that. The Dake 
you muſt know (as I was informed by a Lady who 
came to viſit Avira about thiee Months after my De- 
parture ) quarrell'd with a Gentleman about a bad Wo- 
man ; and this Quarrel produced. a Duel, ia which the 
| Dake loſt his Life. This always forces the Tears into 

my Eyes when ever I think ot it; and, according to 
Arpaſia s Sentiments, we are happy that Compallion 
has its proper Limits ; elſe how wretched indeed 
ſhou'd we be, when we have Cauſe to believe that 
ſech Numbers are loſt to every Thing that is love- 

| | D 


IF 
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ly, and whoſe Vices, like Complection and Features in 

a Family, deſcend from one Generation to another. 
Now when this ariſes in a Friend, or near Relation; 
ro what a Height does it ſwell our Sorrows ? Which 
to remedy we are glad to bury in Forgetfulneſs; 
and in orger to that, aecording to this Maxim, I 
call purſue my Story. | | 
Three Years I lived in Alvira's Family with great 


| Satisfaction and Tranquility; but we know the Inſta- 
bility of human Felicity. This Happineſs drew to- 
wards a Period; and this was occaſioned by an un- 

[ 

| 


thought of Circumſtance, which was this. Semani he 
and I aroſe very early tc walk into a little Wood that 
extended itlelf by the Sea; and refieting upon the 
Variety of that ftupendous Deep, we perceiv'd ſome- 
thing 1wimming towards us, when coming nearer to 
View, we ſaw it was a Man faſten'd on a Plank. It 
ſwimming pretty near the Shore, Semanthe ſtept in, 
and drew it to Land. It was with Difficulcy that 
we unlooſed him; and towing his Body a little, 
there fell trom him a great Quantity of Water, when 
preſently we perceived him to breathe. This being 
cone, I ran io acquaint Alvira with what had hap- 
pen'd ; and ſhe, coming with two of her Servants, 
zorced ſome Cordials into his Lips, by the Help cf 
which be recover'd ſo much in a ſhort Time as. 
10 open his Eyes, and fixing them upon Semant he, 
who ſtood by aſſiſting, aso not wonder, ſaid he, that 
my Soul-t5. ſo retarded in its Progreſs to the Skies, 
which a while ago Cer this woud have reach d the 
Dar, when ſuch Angelick Forms as Tour's are em- 
pley'd in [topping its Flight. Fye, Sir, reply'd SE= - 
MANTHE, this ill becomes you: You ought to employ 
heſe Moments in returning Thanks to Heaven for 
this wonderful Dceliycrance. Amira, thinking this 
Diſcourſe might prejudice his Health, begg'd him to 
permit her Servants to bear him in; which being 
co:e, he was put to Bed, and all proper Care _ | 
or 
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for his Recovery. The next Day we viſited this Stran- 
ger, who we found was pretty much recovered ; and 


deſired to know, to Whom we had been a little ſer- 
viceable ? When to our Surprize he inform'd us, that 
he was Priace ARCHIBELL ; that he had been ne- 
gotiating ſome Affairs ot State abroad, and in his Re- 
turn that memorable Storm aroſe, the Report of 
which you cannot have forgotten. In the Mid 
of this Diftreſs, he ſaid, his Governour came to him, 
and begg'd him to ſuffer himſelf to be bound to a 
broken Part of the Ship ; which being done, he fa- 
ſten'd himſelf to another, and both committed them- 
ſelves to the Sea , but were ſoon parted by the Waves, 
winch he fear'd had prov'd his Grave, that being 
the third Day of their Diſtreſs. Alvira undrritand- 
ing that it was Prince Archibell, delired him, that he 
would looſe no Time in communicating the good 
News to the King. But he told her, He defir'd to 
be there conceal'd ſome Days till he was perfectly 
recover'd. 'This was only to make 2 farther Pro- 
greſs in his Paſſion; for he was.in Love with Ge- 
mauthe from the firſt Moment that he beheld her 
which was receiv'd with much Coldneſs by that 
charming Maid. But one Day meeting her alone 
in the Garden, he interrupted her Walk by throw-- 
ing himſelf at her Feet, and with Tranſport, ſaid, 
Why, Madam, is your Heart made of that impene- 
trable Mold, which neither T ears, nor Sighs, nor Prayert 
can move? It is true, you ſaved me from the ra- 
ging Seas, but let me ſuffer a far more dangerous 
Storm, Whoſe tempeſtuous Waves preſs me daun to 
Ruin; and will net lend your Hand to help me out, 
without whoſe Aid I muſt fink into the lowelt Abyſs of 
Miſery. © Rite, Sir, replyd SEMANTHE, and ſpeak 
not thus in Riddles, that I may underſtand you; for 
as yet I cannot, or what can be the Purport of 
e your Words. I fancy, continued (be, you will call 
& this Love; but I am afraid it bears a touler Name, 
| D 2 « becauſe 


28 
e becauſe the Dialer is 40 great between us, 
e. Becauſe you are a Prince born to command, you 
„ think perhaps that I with eager Haſte ſhouid 
* ruſh into your Arms, and with my Perſon crown 
„ your viciens Love. If it be ſo, (went ſhe on) I 
.« tell you, Prince, you are miſtaken ; tor you ſhall 
„know Jemanthe has a. Soul as great as your's, and 
sone that does abhor ſo mean a Thought.“ O, 
Madam reply d. the Prince, interrupting her, 54 
Fl Wrong me. I wowd nut, aurſt' nut, think jo baſe a 
hy Thought. I ſuc A Thought ſhou'ds crowd into my 
Breaſt, Id tear ir from me. All 'that I nc, . 
.  hencurable Love, but that the Priefi may make your 
mine. Ah ! Sir, reply SemanTue bluſhing, and 
fixtig ber Eyes. op the Ground, indulge not what 
muſt needs: prove my Undoing. What Plealure can 
you. take in ruining.a poor Maid Then on my 
Knees I beg you to nip. this growing Paſſion in 
the Bud. ,.I cannot, muſt not, dare not hear. 50 
more. - Wich that ſhe leit him, and came and 
xclated to me all that paſt; and I perceived this 
laſt Addreſs pf the Prince nad niade a great Altera- 
tion in Sementhe ; and cne Day walkiog with her 
in. a Walk ſhaded with tall Cypreſs iLrees, whoſe 
Leavey Branches excluded the Beams of the Sun, I 
was a little pleaſant with her concerning her late 
Conqueſt, which by. degrees drew . us. to chooſe Love 
for our. Topics, When Semanthe preſs'd me to tell 
her, if I had ever experienced that Paſſion ? For, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe cou'd like to hear a Deſcription of it 
trom me, that the might, form dome Judgment 
concerning herlelt ; for ſhe feared! indecd it had | 
affected her, FF 
I évery frankly told her, that in ſome Mea jure 
I had, by, the Help 'of which, and "Obſervation 
in others, I won'd venture to ſay ſomething con- 
Ecrning it; and in order i this, I told her, that 
Leve was a Paſſion implnted in us, both for the 
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The * greateſt Pain, both which was accompanied | 


Object; and tho the Means be flow, yet they 


Propagation and the Continuance of our Species; 
ahd capable of giving us the greateſt Pleaſure and 


with Danger: For they who are poſſeſſed of the 
greateſt Share of this Happineſs, are too apt to | 
give themſelves up to the Pleaſures of Senſe ; which | 
is a Means of rendering their Defires faint and lan» | 
guid, after what is truly valuable; and they who 
are unforiunate in it, are tempted to much Impa- 
tience and great Diſtractions, which are ſometimes | 
attended by the very worſt Conſequences, Now | 
when we fee a Perſon labouring under ſuch a Ca- 
Hmity, perhape from Circumſtances unavoidable 3 | 
and that Perſon uſing their beſt Endeavours to make 
it turn to their Virtue : This is an Object worthy 
the greateſt Concern, tho' I do not know why it 
is 10; they who are thus afflicted, ſeldom I think 
find a due Compaſſion, as they who are tormented 
with the Tooth - Ach, which when it is extream, 
may I think, be reckoned amongſt the moſt accate 
"Pains ; this muſt be, - becauſe we do not think 
hem in Danger of Death: But as to the other} 
there are Conſtitutions obnoxious even to that: Now 
tte” beſt Remedy in my Opinion, beſide what wg 
may find in Religion, is Abſence from the beloved 


are ſure, and fom-times more ſpeedy than we 
imagine, eſpecially if we find another Beauty hq 
has Charms ſtrong enough to ſupplant the former 
Nor is this Change | unnatural, oa the Account of 
ſecond Marriages, which are ſanctified by a Defirg 
of Propagation, and preventing Sin. Now the Seeds 
of / this tender Paſſion, is born wich us, as thaf 
Love we ſee in Parents to theit Caildr en, and 
Children to their Parents; but wich this Difference 
they require Time, and many Circumſtances xo en 
Kindle them; when This perhaps, is blown to 
Flame at the firſt Interview, and burns ſo ſtrong 
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z tobe able even in jome Meaſure to 3 
Nature: For it will make a covetous Perſon be- 


come liberal, and not only willing to part with 
what a while before his Nature prompted him 


# ſtrongly to keep; but will adminiſter Pleature 
in doing it: And theſe may be reckon'd Bleſſings 
by which we perform rheſe Duties with more Rea- 


dineis; but then we ſhould be careful to dH- 


tinguiſn when it is the only End; ſo that they 


that perform thoſe Duties without ſuch Helps, arc 


more fure and ſafe in their Virtue, This Paſſion 


has its Degrees too, according to Conſtitution 


or Difference in Beauty; but when it aſcends the 


Kigheſt, it appears the moſt amiable; for then it 
is moſt apt to afte& tlie Mind, which will be 
employed in Actions lovely, and ſc arate from groſs 


and low Ends; and it is then that it ems 10 


bear a Refzmblance of what, we call Love Ange- 
lick. SEMANTHE replicd, that ſhe found herlelt 
the moſt concerned in the latter Part of my De- 
finition, by ; her uncommon Eſteem for the Prince, 
which belt ſhewed jtſelf by wiſhing ſhe had ſuch 
a Brother; and ſuppoling him much more incon- 
ſiderable in his Birch and Fortune, ſhe ſhould 
think it Pleaſure to conferr Benefits upon him; 
that it would give her great Joy to kngcl. at 
the Altar with him, which Joy would riſe even 


to Tranſport, when ever ſhe bcliey'd him in 


Condition to receive an Immortal Crown. 
Now, continued ſbe, it Mortals are capable of 
this ; wha muſt that Happineſs be Ried we ſhall 


receive by being intimate with Angels! And we 

muſt needs be loft in the Conſideration of that exta- 
tick Bliſs we ſhall enjoy, by beholding the Author 
* ot All Juſt as ſhe ſpoke this, the Prince ruſhed 


from a Tuft of Trees which grew. as we turned 
the Walk; and throwing himſelf at her Feet, ſaid, 
| Ute was not under the leaſt Apprehenfion of looſing 


that 


ta 
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 thar Happineſs ſhe * "of hill he was her Care, 
Semantbe, amazed to ſee the Prince there, her Face 
was covered with Bluſhes ; but compoſing he-ſelf a 
little, This was ky . done, Prince, ſaid the, _ | 


thus to invade our Privacy; and ſbould be ſorry 
ro think I had Cauſe to blame Roſalitta for the 
Contrivance. Blame not Ros aLITTA, ſaid the Prince, 


nor me. I came here upon the ſame Occaſion as yeu 


did, to ſhun the ſcorching Heat of the Sun's darting 
Beams; when muſing alone, a pleaſing Dulneſs ſeized 


me ; and, willing te encourage it, I laid me down 


within this Tuft of Trees, where ever ſince I have re- 
mained aſleep, till now waked by the Muſick of your 
charming Voice, I heard thoſe Words balm to my 
wounded Soul ----- He was going to proceed, when 
Semanthe interrupted him, by defiring him to riſe ; 


for ſhe thought the ſaw Alvira coming that Way. 


This was no ſooner done, but we ſaw her coming to- 


wards us, and the Prince joyning us we walked to 


_ meet her. Alvira told the Prince, ſhe was in Pur- 


_ fair of him; that ſhe was very uneaſy at his Ne- | 


glect in not writing to the King; and preſsd him, 
that far the Credit of her Family he would de- 
lay it no longer : He affured her he would write 
that Afternoon, which he did, and the next Day 
a Meſſenger was diſpatched to Court. This you may 
be affured, was joyſul News to the King, and all 
that wiſhed well to their Country, after they had 


loſt all Hopes of the Prince's Safety. The King 
ordered a handſome Retinue to attend on the Prince 


to Court, and writ to ALvERA and SEMANTHE, 
that it was his Pleaſure they ſhould accompany the 


Prince in his Journey. ALviRa begg'd to be ex - 


' Cuſed, but the King would not be denied; ſo that 


it was purely in Obedience to her Sovereign that 


ſhe was prevail'd upen to give up her beloved Solitude, 


but with a firm Reſolution to return at the End 


of three Menths : And having put her Afflirs in 


as 


or 


: 


* 
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ag good Order as a Time SAFE permit, ſhe left 
them to the Care of a truſty Sefvant, and we all 
appear d at Coun, where we had an. Apartmeat 
fitted up for us in one of the Palace Cardens. 
SeMAxrük's Beauty and modeſt Behaviour drew all 

the admiring Eyes of the Court upon her, all 
carrels d her but the Queen, who was of that 
malicious Temper, that ſbe could not endure any: 
Body ſhould be taken Notice of but herſelf and 
Daughter. The Queen had this Princeſs, whoſe 
Name. was TERANMINTA, by a former, Marriage. 
and was deſign'd for the Prince : This made the 

Queen Icok with jealous Eycs upon SEMANT-UE,: 

and ſet all Engines. at Werk to diſcover if, the. 

Prince had a Paſſion for her; nay, ſo low ſc 

deſcended in this, as to keep Intelligence with SR 

MA THE's Maids, one of which ſhe bribed to her, 

Service. The Princeſs was naturally the. Re verſe. 

ot her Mother's Temper, which made her have a. 

great Complacency for Semanthe ; and for the Prince's, 

Love ſhe valucd it not; being engaged in a Criminal. 

Affair with a young Lord, who was of the King's 

r DEG . 
I chink a Month ſcarce paſs'd before we had the 
Unhappineſs to lopſe the good. Alpira, who was 

inatch'd from us by an, ApopkQick Fit, and whole 
Death was mourn'd by all that knew her. The. 
King was much concerned at it, and cauſed her to. 
be intert'd amongſt his Royal Anceſtors ; and, order d 
4 hardicome Monument to be exected to her Me- 
mory. And now Se manthe's ſtrict Tiine of Moyrn- 
ing being expired, ſhe again ſhined out, the Beauty 
of the Court, admired by all ; but eſpegially by 
| Theelanihus, the King's Brother, who was of an am- 
biticus Mind, and had always hated the Prince for; 
being a Bar i bis Succeſſion to the Crown, and 
mc1e row for being hs Kival in Love; fo that ha. 
biet me bis wor:al Foe, This made the *rince preis 
Sf 


SxMANTUHE to a private Marriage to ſecure his 
Happineſs ; but ſhe told him. Thac was a Thing the 


never cou'd conſent to: For her Duty told her, ic 


wou'd be the higheſt Diſobedience and Ingratitude 
to the King; and ſhe hoped, he had more Concern 


for her Repoſe, than involve her in ſo much Trouble as 


an Action of that Nature was like to produce. But 


ſhe aſſured him, that whilſt: there was a Poſſibility of c 


being his, the wou'd never be another's ; fo. hoped he 


wou'd wait a more tavourable Time. The Prince, 


knowing Semanthe's Steadineſs of Retolution in ever 
thing that conceru'd her. Duty, made him forbear to ſol- 


licit her any turther ; but, influenced by the Violence 
of his Paſſion, and under fad Apprehenſons of lofing 
her, he contrived. a Thing which cauſed the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs. The King had been of late lightly in- 
diſpoſed, and was at a famous Bath, which lay about 
riwelve Miles from his Capital, for the Recovery of his 
Health. Here the Prince was often obliged to be pre- 
ſent; and when he returned to viſit SEMANT HZ, he 


told her, he was endeavouring to perſuade the King to 


conſept to their Marriage; and fo far indeed was true, 


he had propos'd it to the Kii g, and had met with a 
ſharp, Reproof for it: This put him on countertciting 


a Letter, as written from the King, in which he con- 


ſents to the Marriage, only defiring it might be kept 
ſecret from the Queen, to prevent the Trouble which 


might ariſe from her; and this he dreſs d with ſuch 


Circumftances, and ſtrengthen'd with ſuch Profuſion of 


Preſents, as though the King had made them, that 8z- 


MANTHE believ'd him, and their Marriage was folem- 


niz d in the Country for Secreſy, to which I was the only 


Witneſs: Of this you may be ſure tho Queen was quick- 
ly informed, and in the Height of her Fury reſol ves to 
break this Union, by deſtroyingSemaut he; and. in the · fir ſt 
Tranſport of her Paſſion, diſcovered the Marriage to 
TRI ALANTMUsS; who madded with the Diſappointmenr 
bribed two Villians to aſſaſſinate the Prince as he went 


in 
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1 34 J 
in the Night to Sr NAA THE ee The Queen 


ſent for a She-Friend, whole Name was GRISILLA, one 


who was wicked enough for her Deſi n; and wal kin 


with n the Garden, which was called the 


Queen 8 
private 


arden, ſhe diſcovered | to her her Purpoſe, 


telling her to get her ſome Poyſon, for ſhe was deter- 


min'd that Night ſhould be her laſt; kaowing nothing 


that the Princeſs, over- heard them, ves had the Privi- 
ledge of that Garden; and, amuſing herſelf amongęſt 


tome of the thickeſt Shades, over-heard all that pals'd - 
between the Queen and GRISILTEA ; at which ſhe was 
vey well pleaſed, hoping that ſhe might giveSEMANTHE 
Notice to eſcape her Mother's Fury; but how was ſhe 


troubled when the Queen engaged her all that Day, ſo 
that ſhe had no Opportunity either to go, or write. 


The Lime appointed being come, that the Court was 
 hv{li'd, and the King gone to Reſt; for you muſt know 


thc King was returned from the Bath the Day before; 
the Queen haſtens ro SEMANTHE's Apartment : The 


Prince had juſt enter d the Garden, when he found 


himſelf affaulted by the two Villains, who mortally 


wounded him ; and he purſuing them down one of the 


cloſe Walks, it being very dark, they made their Ef- 
ca c: The Prince returiiing, heard ſomebody treading 
a little before him; and, thinking it to be one of the 
Aſlaſſiains, thruſt his Sword into the Breaſt. of the ſop- 

poſed Villain; but how was he ſurprized when he 
Rh the Accent of a Female Voice, which utter'd theſc 
Words, Ala, I am lain! The Prince ſtood like one 


Ol punder-ſtruck, when be underſtocd it to be the Prin- 


cels TERRA sr: She tecovering a little, ſaid. What 
barbarous Hand is that hath wounded me? It is a 


| Wretch, replied tho Prince, who muſt tor- ever look 


with, loathing on llimſclf for What his miſtaken Arm 
hat, how committed. Ahl Prince! ſaid ſhe, is it 


you? Indeed it was unkindly done, thus to reward me, 
for I Was goirg to ſavt. St nfs Life but noug ht ot 


Virtue is in this * my ſelt sene and 
. to 


— 


to ſer ve a Crime; ut wei ee now has found me, 
and ] muſt needs confeſs that Heaven is juſt: But 
Prince, I beg you not to let your Reſentment harm 
the Queen; ſhe may repent ; remember it was Ter 4- 
MINTA begg'd it with her dying Breath. With that 
ſhe expired, leaving the Prince half diſtracted, who 


haſten'd to SeManTHE's Apartment. The Queen had 
juſt enter'd, and was going to execute her Cruelty, when. : 
che Prince ſtepping up to her, daſh'd the Poyion from 


her, and was going to pierce her Breaſt with his Sword; 
but being check'd by the Pain he felt from hie Wounds, 
and weak by loofing ſo much Blood, ſaid, H id, my 


Fury; I would not clog my Soul with the Guilt ofkilling 
thee; beſides, it was TERAMINTA begg'd it wich her dy- 
ing Breath. O my Fears! cried the Queen, TExRAamr - 
TA'sdying Breath? Yes, replied the Prince, even now ſhe 
lyes cold as the Hand of Death. Then farewell all 
Comfort, ſaid the Queen; and left the Room like one drl- 
tracted. O SEMANTHE I faid the Prince, are theſe 
our Nuptial Joys? This, this, my promis'd Bliſs? Bur 


O!I dare not lift my Eyes to thine, nor hope for Pa- 


don from thee. O my dear Lord, replied ( SrManTrar, 


embracing him in her Arms, and letting tall a Shower of 
Tears to bathe his Wounds,) What means all this, and 
why this melancholly Scene of Death? ONOSALIT a, 
continues ſhe, addreſſing herielf to me, fly, quick!y, 
call for Help. Forbear, 1 charge you, replies the Prince, 


tor Help is now in vain; 1 cannot live above a Maute 


longer, which ſhall -he employ'd in aſking Pardon; fr 
ſure it is SEMANTHE ; I have betray'd thre: I did bat 


counterfeit the King's Conſent; and it is my Diſobæ- 
dience draws this Vengeance down; but lei Excets of 


Love plead my Excuſe, and pray tor Pardon for me. 
Thele were his laſt Words, and Sg 44+ TH -, like a tender 
Flower overcharg'd with heavy Showers, ſunk with hin 
on the Ground, and with a Sigh expired. voon after the 
King came in, and with his ſad Complatuts eacreas'd 
this Scene of Woe.. He ſaid, He had been informed 
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being exalted to that Height of Greatnefs. 


4 1 - F[-365]. EEG 
chat Tus ALAN T Hus his Brother was ſlain by the Vil: 


llains who were taken into Cuſtody, who had confeis' 


they did it, becauſe he refuſed to give them the Rewar . 


of their Treaſon. 


And now we ſee Vice ſomerimes meets juſt Punif] 


ment even here; only SEMAN THE “Ss Death requir 


ſome Reflection, who was entirely innocent; exce 
her too great Credulity may be reckon'd a Fault; whic 
ſome perhaps may call Imprudence : But J am very ſui 
ſhe was ſincere in believing what the Prince told hei 
elſe ſhe never woulo have conlented : So that I am 
apt to think there was more of Kindneſs than Puniſhment 
in her Leath, who had lived a Life of Innocence and 


Piety, and rich in many Virtues: So that, according to a 


wiſe Author's Opinion, to ſuch a one, a ſudden Death 
is butaſudden Joy; and: tar leſs troubleſome than a 
comn.on Diſtemper; and, which frees us from that Lan- 
ger a Vcath-Bed Sorrow often tempts us to; and per 


" haps ſhe tound her Virtue ſecured in it, by being free. 


from thote Temptations, which might have riten by 

Juſt as Ros ALITT A finiſh'd her Relation, a Servan 
came to inſorm SULP1TIA, that her Brother, who ſ. 
expected, was arrived; and they walked to meet him. 
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